USD College President Examines Conflict of Authority by Office of Public Information
University of San Diego
Digital USD
News Releases USD News
1969-03-24
USD College President Examines Conflict of
Authority
Office of Public Information
Follow this and additional works at: http://digital.sandiego.edu/newsreleases
This Press Release is brought to you for free and open access by the USD News at Digital USD. It has been accepted for inclusion in News Releases by
an authorized administrator of Digital USD. For more information, please contact digital@sandiego.edu.
Digital USD Citation






Universit~ of San Diego 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION 
DE SALES HALL 
ALCALA P A RK 
SAN D IEGO , CALIFORNIA 92110 
TELEPHONE ( 714 ) 295 - 2145 
USD COLLEGE PRESIDENT EXAMINES CONFLICT OF AUTHORITY 
SAN DIEGO, Calif.--Amid the clamor of dissent, the issue of personal freedom 
and conscience and its conflict with legitimate authority can be heard said the 
president of the University of San Diego's College for Women here Saturday. 
Sister Nancy Morris, RSCJ, speaking at the Annual conference of the Califor~ia 
Council for Social studies at the El Cortez Hotel, said the emphasis should be 
on making responsible choices as a means to an end--human dignity. 
"The fact of personal responsibility has been once and for all times clearly 
set forth on the document coming from the Ecumenical Council;'she said. The 
subject of her talk was "Vatican II and Human Dignity: Expectations and Clashes." 
"Comfortable conformity is no longer possible; each one must 'work 
out his salvation,' as St. Paul says, 'in fear and trembling.'" Sister Morris 
said. 
All authority has been challenged and under attack, she explained, whether 
religious, civil, school or parental. Children today are bombarded by a pluraltiy 
of traditions, and patterns and conventions once considered set by God are now 
viewed as human accomplishments, she said. 
"Man is now ab le to transcend social and institutional determinisms. 1:1 
One who merely accepts the order he finds without trying to improve it, 
Sister Morris said, would be judged a betrayer of his personhood. "The scope of 
personal responsibility has thus been broadened immeasurably. A truly responsible 
person, therefore, tries to change the status quo rather than conform to it." 
MORE 
Sister Morris sees the seeking of " themselves" by the youth of today 
as a sign of this responsibility. "This new sense of responsibility has 
heightened their feeling of lonliness and isolation. Hence, their constant talk 
about their need of other people, of broadening their experi ence and achiev i ng 
some kind of community. It is at this point that they wi ll beg:i.n to see the need 
for authority. 11 
She added, "Out of this conflict between individua l freedom and legitimate 
authority has come the term 'shared respons i bility' or 'cooperative interaction.' 
"The obedient man is the one who cooper ates with authority in the sense 
that he makes its aims his own and respects authority as a necessary means for 
the attainment of those aims. 
"The best course to be followed, therefore, in the case of a particular 
action, must be cooperatively determined by those in authority and those under 
authority. Church authorities must honestly listen to priests and people, as must 
educators listen, non-judgementally, to students who claim in conscience a course 
of action different from one proposed by them." 
The primacy of conscience is not being called into question by the present 
situation in the Catholic Church on the issue of contraception, she said. "If 
the rights of conscience are denied there is autboritarianistn, . legaU,sm, moral 
conformism; if the rights of authority are denied, there is subjectivism, anarchy , 
chaos. Here is the dilemma: law issuing from recognized authority disputed by 
the eonscience of many under this authority." 
"Vatican II," Sister Morris continued, "rediscovered a deepened self-under-
standing of the Church with less emphasis on hierarchical organization and more 
on the movement of the whole people of God, bishops as well, who are operating more 
on the principle of collegiality and of subsidiarity. 
"It is thus a deeply changed Church that reflects on the dilemma of law 
and conscience, of freedom and authori ty, as it appears in the issue of 
contraception:'she said. MORE 
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She added, ''We realize that both governors and governed are attempting to 
search for the truth--which search itself will of itself advance genuine connnunity, 
which is the ardent hope not only of the documents coming from Vatican II but 
of all honest men everywhere." 
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